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L E T 'T E R 
1 To the RevznznD 
Mr. 70 HN BALL; 
Of HoniTo x, Devonſpire, 
On his late 


PAMPHLET, 


ENTITLED, 


Some Remarks on a new Way ＋ Preach- 


ing, &c. 
5 HENRY GROVE. 
2 al 


8 


LONDON, 


Printed for Joun Gray, at the Croſs Keyy 
in the Poultry, near Cheapſide. 1737, 


N 


2 MUST. beg the Reader's Patience while 
nate two or three general Obſerva- 
tions concerning the Remarks, not men- 
x ond in the following Letter to the Au- 
_ wn. "Sz thor. 'The firſt is on the Remarker's 

Management with regard to the chief Subject, and, 
J believe I may ſay, ſole Occaſion, of his great Work, 
viz. the Ordination Sermon, and Defence of it, in a 
Small Pamphlet, entitled, Queries propoſed to the 
Conſideration of all ſuch as think it an Injury to Re- 
ligion to. ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of it“. The Re- 
marks conſt but of four and twenty Pages, Of 
theſe the Author ſpends more than twelve before be 
comes to the Conſideration of the Sermon and Que- 
ries, which he quits again, p. 21; in the few Pa. 
ges between making a Diverſion to Dr. Wiſhart,” 
whom, ſo impartial is he, he treats with as little 
Ceremony as he does me. And how does he employ 
that ſmall Pittance of his Book which properly relates 
4% the Paſſages excepted againſt in the ſaid Sermon 
and Queries ? Is it in briefly and fairly ſtating the 


* Both printed for R. Hett, at the Bible and Crown in the 
Poultry, 1731, 1732. The Sermon likewiſe for J. Gray, at 
the Croſs Keys in the Poultry. | 1 
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1 The Preface. 


| 3 bn Ae! ? Anſwering, or giving hints of 
Anſwers, to the Arguments urg'd in the Queries? 
Or advancing ſo much as one fingle Argument, deſer- 
wing that Name, againſt the Dofirine in the Sermon? 
Nothing leſs. He miſtakes, he accuſes, he rails, he 
exclaims and laments ; and that's all. This, indeed, 
muſt be ſaid for him, that be bs a bright Example of 
the dogmatical and mechanical Way of writing, and 
of that Averſion to Reaſon in Religion, with which 
it ſeems to be one principal part of his Aim to poſſe fs 
his Readers. 
Anotber Obſervation is, that what bath 255 
Truth, and the greateſt Shew of Argument, im the 
Remarks, is nothing to the Purpoſe; not, in the 
leaſt, affefting the + IR of the Proofs of a 8 6 
State +. The Remarker makes a ſhort Flouriſb on 
the moral Proofs of the Immortality of the Soul, 440 N 
& Life after this. And are not the moral Arguments 
moſt largely inf Ned on by the Author of the Proofs 
himſelf? 'Tis true, be lays the Foundation in the na- 
tural Immortality, or eng; of the Soul, as a 
Fair Preſumption of its being deſigned to continue for 
euer in Being, uo counter Probability appearing on the 
oppoſite Side; but not as a full Proof of it, without 


taking in the Conſideration of the ſuperior Excellence 72 


of the human Soul. Proofs, Chap. III. 5 7,8. Which 

ews the learned Compariſon of 155 Setting Dog 10 be 
i 7585 impertinent to the preſent Caſe. The Remarker, 

ikewiſe, harangues upon Sincerity 3 which, he truly | 
obſerves, will not extuſe Men, when it fi ronifies no more 
than their acting according to their preſent Thoughts, 
Aud, where hath the Author of the Proofs ſuppos#d ' 
that it won? Where hath he given any ſuch main#d 
and partial Idea of Sincerity ? Hath he not, on the 
| contrary,” expreſ#d himſelf with all the Guard be 


1 Printed for Hett and Gray, 1930: 
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| The Preface. | 
could baue been expefted to bave done, if be bad 
foreſeen ſuch an Attack ;, pleading for none among the 
"Heathen but fuch as were honeſt Minded, and had 
integrity of Heart, did not hold the Truth in Un- 
righteouſneſs, hut were lovers of the Things which 
| are good and true, and fincerely deſirous of knowing 
and doing their Duty ? p. 18 3, 184. But tho this Falk 
of Sincerity, and the moral Proofs of a future State, is 
nothing to the Purpoſe, of confuting any Thing ſaid by 
the Author of the Proofs, it may, for ought I kyoww, 
he to the Remarker's Purpoſe, which is, too epi- 
ently, to give the World as bad a Notion as be can 
bf Mr. G. But, in the mean while, I nuch 
doubt, were the Remarker to be tried by his own N. 
tion of Sincerity, as including an Endeavour to know 
the Truth, he would not very ſoon be able to find a 
Jury of twelve good Men and true, to acquit him in 
this particular Point; for, as to his general Chara- 
er, I am far from calling that in queſtion. _ 
De laſt Obſervation relates to the Time of pub. 
liſhing the Remarks, ſix Years after the Appearance 
of the Books * againſt which they are levelPd. 'This 
leaves the Miſtakes that occur in them, ariſing from 
Paſſion and Prejudice, without excuſe. If they bad 
been drawn up and printed in haſte, it might baus 
been pleaded, that the Author had been carried tog 
far by the Warmth of his Temper, and a Zeal for 
the Truth, which he imagin'd to be injur'd by Mr. 
G, Netions. But here was Time enough for a 
greater Fire than ſo ſmall a Matter ſhould have kind- 
ted, to go out, and for the Remarker coolly and im- 
partially to examine the criminal Paſſages, which 
would have convinced him, that they were really ve- 
5 innocent, and ſo have prevented this Shame to 
himſelf, and Impofition on the Zeal of his credulous 


©. The Queries excepted, auhbich ere publifoed 1732, 


The Preface. 


Reader. But bere lies .the Advantage. of this late 
Publication. Te Circumſtances in favour of the Ser- 
mon, as its being approv'd by the Audience, and pub. 
. liſhed at the unanimous Defire of a great Number of 
Ministers then preſent, *tis to be hoped, are now for- 
gotten, the Sermon it ſelf not eafily to be had, and 
| the Minds of a great many People, by the Prejudices 
induſtriouſiy inſtilld and propagated againſt certain 
Perſons, for a confiderable Time paſt, better fitted b 
0 receive any Suggeſtions of the Remarker, without ſu- 
W ſpicion of their being groundleſo and to take the Im- 
preſſion and Ply he is willing to give them. This ſeems 
to be the Truth of the Caſe, as far as Appearances will 
help us to gueſs at it. But how fair this ſort of Deal- 
ing is, I leave every candid and inquiring Reader to 


Judge. | | = 
N. B. To make the Reader ſome Satisfaction for 
this perſonal Debate, of which let the Agreſſor bear 
the Blame ; if Mr. Ball, or any Friend of his, be 
diſposd to enter into a ſober Enquiry, Whether, and 
ow far, the Uſe of Reaſon is to be allow'd in Reli- 
gion, the Author of the following Letter promiſes, 
God willing, 19 give what is offer'd a fair Exami- 
nation, and either frankly own himſelf a Convert ts 
his Reaſons, or ſhew Cauſe why he is not, 
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7 Reverend Mr. BALL, &e. . 
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Reverend b | 


HAVE read over your 158 eat 
ordinary Performance, and have the 
ep Satisfaction to be able to ſay, that I 
YA heartily forgive the Writer, and 

? 5 wiſh him no other harm than a bet- 
ter Spirit. Your Book is certainly 
an Original i in its kind; and as ſuch it repreſents me, 
an unuſual Appearance, or new Light, which the 
World had not ſeen for many hundred Tears; one 
that exalt my ſelf above Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and teach moſt dangerous Opinions. In the very 
Title you bring me upon the Stage, like an eccleſi- 
aſtical Criminal grep i in a ſort of Sambenito, and 
both there, and i in your Book do, as it were, 
out as loud as you can e Noark 
| this 


2 aunton, Jan. > ae 
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this Man, and avoid him; 6 5 
him as a Brother, for ſo I never did, Hut, count 
an Enemy, a grievous Wolf enter'd 3 in among 2 
not ſparing the Flock, and therefore not to be ſpa- 
red, nor treated according to the Laws of Horror- 
able War. 
' Now, though, after the moſt ſerious and im- 
partial Reflection, I am not ſenſible. of my ha- 
ving given the leaſt juſt Occaſion for the leaſt 
part of all this Outrage, and owe you no thanks 
for attempting to ruin my Reputation and Uſeful- 
neſs in the Church of Chriſt, yet I ſhall have great 
_ reaſon to bleſs God, if the unkind Uſage I have 
met with prove the Motive to my ſifting every Part 
of my Temper and Conduct more narrowly than I 
had. ever done before, humbling my. ſelf befbre 
God for my moſt ſecret Errors, and impròving in 
thoſe excellent, but too much neglected Virtues, of 
. Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, Humility, forgiveneſs of 
Injuries, brotherly Kindneſs and Charity. As an 
Inſtance of this laſt, I ſhall endeavour; Sir, to con- 
22 5 you, that, under the ſpecious Notion of Zeal 
for your Miſter, you have, without any authority 
For it from him, been unmercifully beating your 
ellow. Servant, and doing him the greateſt wrong. 
Small Matters (though ſuch only comparatively) I 
paſs over, nor ink it worth my while-te--com- 
plain, that there is not one © goodnaturd” Paſſage, 
hot a fingle Sentence that ſhews' the leaſt Relenti 
of Humanity, much lefs that, breathes a Chriſtian 
Spirit, thro bout your Book; "contented to point 
out the gro er "Milrepreſentitions, which; In caſe 
they were as wilful as they are groundleſs, it Would 
be difficult to retoncile with the ( aracter of an ho- 
neſt Man; and, with all the- Soſtenings of which 


| they are capable, diſcover fich an an amazing degree 
of Pre as,” bene is ſcarcely to de Pra 
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| live where Chriſtianity is the eſtabliſhed Religion, 
and are Apoſtates from it, are as widely different 


7 1d in an Author of any Learning, Senſe and 


Pietx. 


The Articles of my Accuſation are as follow 


Becauſe I freely declared, as many other greater 
and better Men than my felf have done, againff 
that inhuman, let me add, and unchriſtian Opinion, 


which damns all the Heathen World without excep- 
tion, and without Mercy (Proofs of 'a future State 
From Reaſon) therefore I am a Friend to the Frees 


Thinkers, or Deiſts of the Age, and intended what 
I wrote for their Service and Encouragement, that 


they might think themſelves in no danger, provided 


they were fincere (Remarks, p. 7, and 8.) though 


the two Caſes, of Men bred up in the Darkneſs: of 


Heatheniſm, and our modern Unbelievers, Who 


as can well be; and J had exprefly obferv'd in fas 
vour of the charitable Notion (Prosfs of a future 
State, p. 139.) That it greatly facilitates the Anſwer 


= to an Objettion againſt the Goſpel, from its imper fel 


Promulgation, not more common than plaufible, and, 


* 
- * ” 


of 1 utterly unanſtoerublbsz. 
This Rea 


= fo obvious, of the peculiar Acceprableneſs of this 
= Notion; of the Salvability of the Heathen, to thoſe 


who are concerned for the Honour of their Religi · 
on, and would effectually vindicate it againſt the 
Reproaches of its Enemies, that tis furprizing you 


could think of no other Reaſon for this than that 
| - tHi-natur'd one you mention. If I have miſtaken 
your Meaning tis unwillingly, and muſt be impu- 
ted to the Obſcurity of the Paſſage, of which I can 


hardly make ſenſe without ſuppoſing an Error or 


= two of the Preſs, Your Words are; I can think 
| of no other Reaſon for Mens pleading the Caſe (Cauſe) 


a 


according to the Scheme which ſome Men have framed 
on (and it were eaſy to add others) is 


of the Heathen, than becauſe, as our Author tells us, 
ie are in an Age of Free-Thinkers, even againſt the 
Plaineſt Scriptures. They may think themſelves in 
no danger if they are fincere. The Sentence, I ap- 
prehend, is wrong pointed, and, with the Addi- 
tion of a ſingle Word, ſhould run thus. I can think 
of no other Reaſon for Mens pleading the Cauſe of 
the Heathen, than becauſe we are in an Age of 
Free-Thinkers, hat, even againſt the plaineſt 
Scriptures, they may think themſelves in no danger 
if they are ſincere. For to whom does the Word 
tbey refer but to Free-Thinkers? and, Who are 
the Free- Thinkers but, thoſe commonly meant by 
that Name, the Deiſts? Though, what Paſſage 
you have in your Eye, when you ſay, The Author 
tells us we are in an Age of Free-Thinkers, I can- | 
not gueſs, unleſs it be Query Twenty one, where 
the Queſtion is put, Whether ſome Conſideration 
ought not to be had of the prevailing Genius and 
Taſte of the Age for rational Knowledge, and freer || 
Tnquiries ? But as theſe Expreſſions of rational 
Knowledge, and. freer Inquiries, are very innocent in 
themſelves, ſo I never e them us'd or under- 
ſtood in that invidious Senſe which you ſeem to affix 
to them, as I dare ſay the Author of the Queries 
did not ſo intend them. Tou might therefore, at 
leaſt, have allow'd me to have de/ign'd well; and if 
you thought my Arguments did not come up to the 
Point, you would have done much better to ſhow 
where the Inconcluſiveneſs of them lay, than, let- 
ting alone his Arguments, to attack the ſecret Inten- 
tion of the Writer, of which you had no commiſſion 
to erect your ſelf into a Judge. What my Thoughts | 
are of the Caſe of the Deiſts you might have ſeen in 
my Diſcourſe of Saving Faith, p. go, 91, 92. to 
which I refer you for ſatis faction 
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they meet with this, and 


Reverend Mr. Ball, Oc. 5 s 


- Becauſe I had faid, I did not ſee why we might 
not have Charity for thoſe that were ſunk deeper into 
Idolatry (than the Perſons that had been juſt before 
mentioned) provided they were honeſt minded, and 
did not ſo much want integrity of Heart as a clearer 
Knowledge of divine Things (Proofs of a future 
State, p. 183.) You firſt change the Word Deeper 


into Deepef; and inſtead of the Words Honef mind. == 


ed, and not ſo much wanting integrity of Heart, &c. 


| ſubſtitute not ſcandalouſly vitious, and then aſk, What 


ſhall we fay to this Man's Profeſſion of Friendſhip 
to Revelation? (Remarks, p. 8.) while others, when 
= Inſtances more of 
Immorality in Writing, will be apt to think there 
is much more reaſon for putting the Queſtion, 
Where is the Remarker*s regard ta the Rules of com- 
mon Equity and Truth? 8 
Becauſe I did not apprehend what St. Paul ſaith 
in the firſt Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans, to 
include every individual Perſon, amongſt the Hea- 


then in all Ages and Nations of * World, but on- 


* expreſs their general Character, you are plea- 
ſed to put me in mind of another Tranſlation of the 
Bible, which it ſeems the rational Divines (among 
whom I have the Honour to be rank'd) hope for; 
in the marginal Notes to which they are deſired to 
acquaint the World, when the Apoſtle is to be be- 
liey'd, and when not; after which you cry out, Is 
this the Uſe of Reaſon, in Religion, to exalt it 
againſt the Scriptures ? Farther, very kindly in- 
ſinuating a Parallel between me and Socinus, who, 
you ſay, would not believe a Thing becauſe he 
found it in Scripture; to which you add, you ſee 
then there are ſome that come up pretty near to his 
Way of uſing the holy Scripture (Remarks, p. 8, 9.) 
And all this notwithſtanding I had expreſly enter'd 
a Caveat againſt any ſuch perverſe Conſtruction of 
POR te ho 


7 bn bes te os F Me; 


6 A Letter to the © 


what I faid ; (Progr of 4 future" State, p. 164.) 
My Words are, This Author (Mr. H—) having 
« painted that à vaſt deal blacker which was but 
fo black before, J hope I ſhall not give any Juſt 
& Occaſion of Offence if I turn Advocate for the Ac- 
e uſed, not in oppoſition'to the Apoftle Paul (N. B.) 
ce every Httle 7 whoſe Charge againſt them I am 
c ready to fubſeribè to; but to Mr. H, who 
_ « ſetting up for the Apoſtl”s Interpreter bath plainly 
«< miſtook his Meaning, and aggravated Things Be- 
&'youd all Truth and Charity.“ I dare believe, 
5 angry with me merely for differing from 

r. Hallett, but becauſe Mr. 1 in the preſent 
Caſe hath the Happineſs to agree with Mr. Ball and 
his Friends, whoſe Comments are no more to be 
diſputed than the Text it ſelf. But you ought to 
have forgiven me, becauſe, till now, you had never 
let the World know your Opinion in this Matter, 
nor offer d your felf to me for an infallible Guide; 
though, if you had, I very much doubt, I ſhould 
have taken the Proteftint Liberty to judge for my 
ſelf, not having heard that the Apoſtle Paul had de- 
puted any one, whether at Rome or Honiton, or 
elſewhere, to declare his Mind for him. 


Ed 


"Becauſe I had recommended to Miniſters (Ser- 
mon, p. 18, 19.) The taking all Opportunities 
of ſhewing their Hearers the Excellency of the Do- 
Arines and Precepts of our holy Religion — © The 
' «4. Reaſonableneſs: of the Duties required of us, and 
«© the Goodneſs of God in requiring them, and this 
« he ra ber, becauſe our Saviour himſelf, as a 
« Latugiver, did not ſee fit to enter into the particu. 
Jar Reaſons of his Commands (i. e. to enlarge up- 
©« on them) and to prove the divine Original of his 
Doctrine from a diſtin? Confideration of its Na- 
* ture and Tendency, though he himſelf hints at this 
(as when he expoſes the Abſurdity of » 

1 fi 


f 


Reverend Mr. Ball, Vc. y 


that he caſt out Devils by Beel/zekub the Prince of 

the Devils from hence, that. then Sat ay would. be di 
vided againſt himfelf, and ſoi hig! Kingdom could not 
ſtand; which, J take it, is arguing from che Na- 
ture of his Dactrine in conjunction with his Mira - 
that ſhall, be confider'd. preſently, I am aecus d- of 
taking a new Way of preaching, of Which we have 
no Example in Chriſt's: preaching; that 1 chink my 
own a better Way; and to ſhew the Excellence of 
it above that of Chriſt, offer at ſevetal Things; that 
my ſelf wiet, and more compaſſionate to the Sou 
of Men than he was. And the Truth is, if this were 
really the Gaſe i you might well ſay, Mpbither will 
Pride curry Men? You ſay, philoſopbical Pride g 

to which Queſtion give me leave to reply firſt, 
That unplileſapthital Pride is no more a Virtue f 
de Goſpel chen philoſophical 3;1 and chat; che .raly 

humble Mamis the fartheſt of any from ſo. much as 
taſhly /uſpedting ethers of Pride, and much more 


from cauſeleſiy charging them with it in the Face of 


the World, and with being puff*d up with a f 
Mud; the beſt Language you can beſtow upon 
Dr. Wiſhart and me. Beſides; I don't know where 
in the Sermon I have ſaid any Thing of Philoſpphy, 
much leſs made empty Boaſts, and a vain Oſtenta- 
tion of ny own. To the Subſtance of the Article I 
anſwer, that I verily believe the Precepts of the 
Goſpel to be in themſelves excellent and reaſonable 
(i. e. founded in the Nature of God and of Man, 
the Nature of the Relations ſubſiſting betwixt them, 
as of Creator and Creature, Parent and Off-ſpring, 
Sovereign and Subject, Benefactor and Beneficiary, 
Redeemer and Redeemed; and finally, the Nature 
of the Circumſtances Men are placd in) that this 

Excellence of the Precepts of Chriſtianity 
| | Is 
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is one chief Glory of our Religion, and included in 
che Excellency of the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 
mention*d by the Apoſtle Paul; that God did not 
only deſign to ſhew his Authority, but alſo his i. 
dom and Goodneſs in the Goſpel Conſtitution ; all 
this I firmly believe, and fancy you your ſelf will 
hardly deny. I farther obſerve, that our bleſſed 
Lord frequently ſubjoins to his Commands one or 
more Reaſons of them (though he does not diſtinct- 
ly and largely enter into them, and argue from them 
to the Truth of his Religion) for which J appeal to 
his admirable Sermon on the Mount (vid. particu- 
larly, Chap. v. ver. 37, 43, and 48. Chap. vi. ver. 
8, 14,'15, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25—34. Chap. vii. 
Ver. I—4, 7—IL, 12, 13. in all which Places 
he ſhews himſelf to be no enemy to the Reaſon of 
Things.) And, O, how much is it to be wiſh'd, 
that the amiable Virtues enjoin'd by our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, and to which he annexes a Beatitude, were 


better practisd by his Followers! Thoſe not except- 


ed, who are ſuch Engroſſers of the Knowledge and 
Love of Chriſt, that they will hardly allow their 
Neighbours to have any ſhare of them. And now, 
if you pleaſe, let us reaſon a little upon the Premiſes. 
*Tis a terrible Word, I own, but you will forgive 


it. Can there be any harm in ſhewing the Com- 


mands of the Goſpel to be what they really are? To 
point out the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God in 
them? Or were theſe Perfections diſplay'd, that 
we ſhould take no notice of them? To ampliſy upon 
thoſe Reaſons which Chriſt hath mention'd of his 
Commands, and to produce others that are of 
Weight and Importance, and have a Tendency to 
ſtrengthen the Conviction of their Duty in the Minds 
of our Hearers? Is doing this a Mark of Diſreſpect 
to our Saviour? Caſting the greateſt Reproach upon 
him, and making qur ſelves. wiſer than he? "Mo 


$825 41, 
„ 
8 


Reverend Mr. Ball, Ve. 9 


To ſhew that he is the Author of a Religion every 
way worthy to come from God? A Religion moſt 
apparently calculated to promote the Glory of God, 
and the Happineſs of Man, private and ſoeial, pre- 
ſent and future ? This, I own, is making our ſelves 
wiſer than the Author of our Faith in the ſame Senſe, 
and no other, as we make our ſelves wiſer than the 
Creator of the World, when by the right Uſe of 
that Reaſon which he hath given us we ſliew his 
infinite Wiſdom in framing it. But ſhall Miniſters 
preſume to do what Chriſt and his Apoſtles did not? 
And, good Sir, don't they do this when they make 
entire Diſcourſes, of a great Length, nay and ſeve- 
ral, upon ſingle, Subjects, as upon a particular Do- 
Etrine or Duty of Chriſtianity, methodize them ac- 
to the Rules of Art, collect under diſtincrt 
Heads thoſe wy which lie diſperſed in the Word 
of God, and digeſt into a regular Body the ſcatter d 
Parts and Branches of Chriſtian Doctrines, as in Ca- 
techiſms and other Summaries of Religion? By all 
which, according to this ne Way of Thinking, they 
reproach the Scriptures as wanting Perfpicuity, Ful- 
neſs, Method and Order, or ſomething elſe z nor is 
there any Way of amending this but by a Miniſter's 
contenting himſelf barely to read the Scriptures z 

though this would hardly content the People, who 
would be ready to think they could do this as well 
themſelves, without being beholden to a Miniſter 
for it. Only conſider the Character and Office of 
our bleſſed Saviour, and the Circumſtances of his 
Miniſtry. Our divine Maſter planted a new Reli- 
ion, wrought Miracles, taught with Authority, 

_ ſpent leſs than four Years in his whole Miniſtry; 
during which Time he did not confine his Teaching 
to one ſingle Place, but 5 up and down, doing 
Good and preac thic Goſpel of the Kingdom. 
And 1 hope all t 3 Kid ON, he 
needed 
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VI. 


ada bs * e I hould 3 any ; Excuſe for im (to 
uſe a modeſt and pious, Phraſe, of your own) which 
you reckon I, ought to have done, when, I could | 
make Excuſes for the Heat hben. The Wiſdom i is Obyi- 
ous to every one of the Method he took. But, what is 
all this to the ordinary Miniſters of the Goſpel, who 
are no Workers of 151 5 do 05 teach 9 Hi. 
thority in the ſame Senſe C hriſt did, ar WW 
ble Teachers of a new Religion, but ny 0 | 
pounders of one already fully: caught, an Tr 
Years together among the Rane le, Who are 
bred up in the, Knowledge of the cht ; Religion, 
have the Bible in their Hands, and | per haps, as to 
the, Wards. of it, are many of then Mm, as well ac- 
quainted with, it as their Guide himſelf 2 3 As to the 
Apoſtles, we have little 1 


1 of 
their aa yes enber 3 in the At7s or in, their b Ro 


tions made concerning our —_ will 11 585 Sg 
LOO, 2 YL T5 = 0 ' 2 

* Becauſe in — oppaſition to the, Way of: repreſent- 
ing the Mork of Convenſon by ſome Men, as of 
ſuch a Nature that Reaſon; and Conſideration have 


little or no Influence upon it, and the Means made 


WI) 


uſe of are not ſo properly the Means as an arbitrary 


Condition of the Change producd, an immediate 
and irreſiſtible Operation of the Holy Spirit doing 
all, and Faith as a moral Cauſe or Motive nothing; 
Becauſe in oppoſition to this falſe Account of the Mat- 
ter (as I cannot but think it) I make the Change of the 
Heart in Converſion, under the Influences of divine 
Grace, to be the Effect of rational Convittion, and 
that of ſeriaus Conſideration, and ſuppoſe that, *tis 
by means of this latter, and not ſo directly, or im- 
mediately, that the Promiſes and Threatnings of the 


Goſpel 


— 


his ſober Senſes will r 
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Gage produce their incended Effect, you . 
for 71 to talk after this manner, with 


def lng Chriſt's Way of 1 Souls as ifidi- 
rect x8, round about, and as täking upon me, to 
ſhew a more direct and ready Why 'to Heaven, 


and as relying, not upon, the Ho "Spirit, bats up- 


on the dint of Reaſon in order, te convey Religion 


into the Heart (for I ſuppoſe you } Hue me with 
Dr. Wiſhart) Remarks, p. 14,16, 20. and then at laſt, 
in the Ebullition of your el ag aitiſt tlie Docter 
and me, and with an Enthuſiaſm Which no Man in 
oh divine, ' break: out in theſe 


extraordinary Words, Woe. to gur Saviour when 


Ihe falls into the Hands of Philoſophers and rational 


“ Divines! His Enemie in his Life-rime calPd him 
i Madman ; and what do theſe Men call him when 
< they tell us he us dA Method in preaching fit only 5 
6 pleaſe Childreg aud fright Fools? cal y Sir, Feah 
e forbear Cate bung a A Uttle of | 


yp LS 6 TH " \7 en 


E. x che Palliges referred, to "above, after having allied 4 


pro er Subſerviency in the Goſpel to promote the Work of Con- 
ak eh Ladd, Sermon, page 26. And if it beer e bo 
<c there is A real ſanctify ing Virtue in the Goſpel, under 

<<: fluences of the Holy Spirit, this Virtae mult oe 

« . Fitneſs, in the ines and Precepts of the Goſpel to 55 
in us the Love of God, and of thoſe Qualities bl Actions 


that wilt render us lilee God; which Lobe muſt be the Effet. 


<« of à Conviction, that the Thing 5 whidh-the Goſpel alcribes 
<< to God as adorable Perfe tions, ye requires of Man in order 
to his reſembling Are; in their own Nature lovely 
« excellent. Even the bon [es and Threat»iings of the Goſpel, 
do not, perhaps /{o'/ dirty (and Irmodiarely)i influence the 
* Converſion of the Hearr £4 God, and our cee after 
£6 „ Holineſs but aueh indirect (or meliatch) 48 they work 
upon our, Paſſions (of Hape and Fear) and ther engage us 
«« to conſider more ſeriouſly or  attentiaiely, than we-ſhould other- 
* wiſe do, the Rexſotabſetels of Religion, the intrinſie Value 


* ahd native Beauty of Holineſs) and great Excellence of. all 


* tho divine and ; ſpirigyal; ne ch: Chriſtianity 
e us tg aſpire after,” Tag" |» Oy . 
2 Une and 


12 A Letter to the 
and crying out with an Indignation, I hope better 
grounded and more decent and charitable, woe to 
the moſt reaſonable Religion in the whole World, 
when it falls into the Hands of Men that are the 


avowed Enemies of Reaſon ; the Goths and Vandals 


of the Chriſtian Church! Woe to the rational Di- 
vines ſhould they fall under the Power of blind and 
mercileſs Bigots! But to return from our Tranſports ; 
let me appeal to your ſelf as Judge, when the hot Fit 
is over, if your Diſtemper be infermitting, Whe- 
ther the whole Glory of our Converſion is not aſcri- 
bed to Chriſt in the Paſſages juſt now quoted out of 


the Sermon? to the Goſpel he taught, and the Spirit 


he communicates ? Is not Chriſt ſtiled the glorious 
Subject of the Goſpel-Revelation, as well as the di- 
vine Author of it, of whoſe Perſon and Offices, his 
Life and Death, c. and aſtoniſhing Affection to the 
Children of Men, every faithful Miniſter of Chriſt is 

ſuppos d to diſcourſe with Pleaſure, and to take eve- 
ry Opportunity of returning to them, and preſſing 
#be Duties of the Chriſtian Life from theſe Motives? 
And is it not farther allow'd that he is the beſt 
Preacher of Chriſt, whoſe Way of Preaching is beſt 


fitted to convince Men of their Need of Chriſt, and 


to bring them to truſt in him for Grace and Glory, 
according to the Tenor of his Promiſes, and to 


eſteem and love him, in the Way which he himſelf. 


deſcribes? (Serm. p. 26, 27.) Tis true, Confidera- 


tion is. made neceſſary on our part (in the Scrip- 


ture, if I miſtake not, as well as the Sermon, and, 
if it was not, inſtead of teaching a more direct I 
ſhould have taught a more round about way to Hea- 
yen than Chriſt did, contrary to what I am accus'd 
of doing) and, more than 65 I ſuppoſe it to be 
the Miniſter's Part to affiſt his Hearers in the Pra- 


ktice of this Duty, ſetting before them the Subjects 
of Conſideration in a proper and affecting light; 


among 
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Reverend Mr. Ball, Vc. 13 
among others, the Grounds of that divine Affection 
of Love which is every where in the New Telta- 
ment repreſented as the Perfection of Religion, and 


in which the Converſion of the Heart to God does 
principally conſiſt, as laid in the real Lovelineſs of 


Ide O je; the Nature of the Chriſtian Bleſſedneſs; 


the Neceſſity of. Holineſs, not barely as the Condi- 
tion of obtaining this Bleſſedneſs, but an effential 
Qualification for the Enjoyment of it. Lo produce 
the Love of God as the moſt amiable Being, the 
Love of Holineſs as Holineſs, and the Hatred of 


Sin as Sin (of which I am ſpeaking in that place, 


and) which a bare Abſtinence from the outward Act of 
Sin, the bare Promiſe or Threatning, without any Senſe 
and Conſideration of the Nature of the Objects, is not of 
it ſelf ſufficient to do: they may, indeed, immediate 


1y produce Hope and Fear, or -great Emotions and 


Raptures of Joy, upon. a Perſuaſion of our being 
intereſted in the Promiſes, and exempted from the 
'Threatnings, eſpecially when this is apprehended to 
be by an abſolute Grace, which leaves out others. 


| And *tis ſad to conſider, that Converſion is too of- 
ten placed in theſe Affections to the Ruin of many 


But the Love before deſcrib'd, the Love of 


the rigbteous Lord, and of Righteouſneſs, is, ordina- 


rily at leaſt, the Fruit of Knowledge and Conſidera- 
tion, under the conſpiring Influences of the divine 


Spirit. If herein I am miſtaken you would have 


done well to have ſet me right; which you have not 


attempted by a ſingle Argument, or what hath the 


Face of one, and you cannot imagine I have my 
Notions ſo much at command, that I can part with 
them as with my Money, whenever a ſtern Inquiſi- 
tor bids me deliver them ; or that, if it was in my 
power I ought to do-it, to avoid ſuffering for them. 
But enough of this, To proceed now to another 

W e 
ai VET | Be- 


14 Letter ta the 
Becauſe the Author of the Queries a 21.) 
had allow'd that there might have been Times when 
a dogmatical Way of aſſerting Things without pro- 
ving them from Reaſon, or Scripture; (for imper- 
tinent Quotations from Scripture, are no Proofs) 
and raiſing the Paſſions of People in a mechanical 
Way was practisd by ſome Men, without naming 
them or their Party; (by mechanical; meaning, what- 
ever ſtrikes the Imagination, and works up the 
Affections without imparting any Light to the 
Underſtanding, or receiving any Afliſtance from 
it) you will needs have it I teil the World that 
Chriſt took a dogmatical Way in his teaching (not- 
withſtanding his proving the Truth of his Miſſi- 
on, and conſequently of his Doctrine, by Miracles 
and other ways.) Nay, you roundly aſſert the dog- 
matical Way of Preaching is the Phraſe I give to 
Chriſt's, and that I ani ſenſible the mechanical Way 
of raiſing Mens: Paſſions was the very Way that 
Chriſt took (Rem. p. 1 3, and 18.) This ſounds as if 
you really thought that Chriſt was a.dogmatical and 
mechanical Preacher; but be your Thoughts what 
_ will, I aſſure you, Sir, I ſhould reckon it a 
high diſhonour to our bleſſed Lord to ſay any 
foe Thing of him. Nor hath the Author of the 
Queries ſaid any Thing like it, unleſs his ſuppoſing 
it of certain Preachers muſt be conſtrued to this Senſe. 
J have heard, indeed, of ſome Men who have fan 
cied ſuch a proper Commutation of Perſots,;hb- 
twixt Chriſt and them that their Sins are Chriſt's 


Sins, and Chriſt's:: Righteouſneſs i is their Righteouſ- R 


neſs ;; not barely as to the Efects, but the 7. bings 
themfekves, mutually transferr'd by Imputation; in 
which this Doctrine is almoſt the Reyerſe of thut of 
Tranſubſtantiation, and quite as unintelligible 3 the 
ſame individual Qualities, in one caſe, wandring 
from Subject to Subject, while, in the other, the 
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Subſtance of the Bread and Wine is changed into the 
1 y and Blood of Chriſt, the Accidents or Quali- 
ties ſtill remaining. But J can't find, the Maintain- 
ers of this communicatio Idiomatum have ever carried 
their Notion fo far as to ſay, chat whoever takes no- 
tice of any little Peculiarity, Error, or inno- 

cent Imperfection in theſe happy Favourites, docs, 
ipſo facto, impute the ſame to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and Chriſt , takes them on himſelf, if truly theirs. 
I beg, Sir, for the future, you will not make 
me ſay what I never ſaid, and abhor faying. 
Let the Reader have my own Words, without Mu- 
tilation, or Addition, or any of your ſtretching Pa- 
raphraſes and Conſequences. Charity I expect none, 


no, not * Charity, much leſs Chriſtian, I 
if not for Conſcience, ſake, let us have a little Fuſtice; 
don't, either to gratify your own Spleen, or that of 


Een too well for that; but for Credir, 


another Man, be guilty of doing what in a Court of 
Hutnan Judicature would be deer an Iniquity to 
be puniſtyd by the Judge. To the Infſtinces of 
Falſe-witneſſmg already mentioned give me leave to 
add a moſt notorious one from p. 17. of your Re- 
marks. You'can J fee leave out or put in Words at 

FIT Art $93 Typ: Bu 09 Yah 07S; + Dag 
pleaſure, as beſt ſerves, the Deſign you have, to 
you, not quite ſo fairly ase cunningly, drop [thoſe 
Words whith would have ſhewn the Paſſage to be 
nothing at all. to your, purpoſe 3 but here of your 
great Bounty you inſert the following ones of your 
own, printing them in the ſame Character with 
mine, that the Reader might imagine the Whole to 
have been tranſcribed from me, We ſhall love and 


thank God more, ({c.. as the, Effect of this new Way 


of Preaching) han we ſhould do by Chriſt*s Way of 
Preaching. After which my own Words begin, 
For ſuch a Man contemplates God, &c. You need 


nor 


16 A [Letter to the 


not be told that I had not been ſaying a Word in 
that Place (Pref. to the Proofs of a future State, 
p. 8.*) of Chriſt's Way of Preaching, and that it 
is quite foreign to my Subject. But no matter for 
that; having begun to fling Dirt you was reſolv'd I 
ſhould have enough of it. Let me farther aſk you 


* It may not be di/agreeable to the Reader to hawe the whole 
Paſſage ſet before him, Whoever demonſtrates the intriaſick 
«< Beauty of Holineſs, and the Foundation which the Commands 
« of the Goſpel have in the Reaſon of Mens Minds, and the 
Nature of Things; whoever goes farther, and ſhews the 
«© 'Doctrines of Chriſtianity to be either the Reſult of the beſt 
4 and pureſt Reaſon, an Improvement upon it, or not contrary 
© to it, does good ſervice to the Cauſe of the Goſpel, and, if 
“ he does it from an inward Veneration to Chriſt and his Reli- 
< gion, is to be eſteem'd a better Friend to both than another 


« who, in all matters of Faith or Practice, looks only to the 


* Evidence and Authority of Revelation; which is putting the 


« Chriftian Religion upon much the ſame level with the Few... - 


« Among the Doctrines of the Goſpel, which we ſhould expect 
<< to be not only conſiſtent with Reaſon, but taught by it, that 
of future Recompences is one; and when the Chriſtian finds 
*< 'that this is actually the Caſe, that Reaſon proclaims a Judg- 7 
< ment to come as well as Revelation, though it does not ſet it 
<< in ſo clear and affecting a View, he hath a Pleaſure which 
<< the Man, who never obſerv'd this Harmony between Neaſon 
< and Revelation, however, pious he my be, is a Stranger to; 
4 and, other Things being equal, is leſs likely to make ſhip- 
« wreck of Faith and a good Conſcience. Nay, the Homage 
< which ſuch a one pays to the divine Being is more compleat ; 
« for he contemplates God both as the God of Nature and the 
* God of Grace, and hears him ſpeaking to him in divers 
* Manners, by his Works, and in his Word, by his own Con- 
« ſcience, by the univerſal Reaſon of Mankind, by the Pro- 
«« phets and Apoſtles, and by his own Son, the Brightneſs of 
* his Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon ; he 
« attends to the Voice of God in whatever Way directed to | 
dc him, and reverences every notification of his Will, and cer- i 
<« tainly then is very unjuſtly charg'd with not having a due 
4 Regard to Revelation, which is ene of thoſe Ways in which 
« God hath manifeſted himſelf to his Creatures, and by him 
« efteem'd the moſt perfect, becauſe his regard to that is not 
« join'd with a Neglect of a// the reft.” | 
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them to be a Part of that Liberty wher 


having nothing to ſupport it, cannot be cle: 


. 


a few civil Queſtions; Where do I acknowledge 
that my. W Preaching is never uſed by Chriſt 
or his Apoſtles *? Where have 1 ſaid that Chriſt 
us'd a Method of n only to Pete Chil- 
dren and fright Fools? or, Where have I given yo! 
any ground for that ſcandalous Suggeſtion, That L 


- 
* 


do not believe the Scriptures are able to make Men 
wiſe to Salvation? or, Where but ſeem to complain 
that St. Paul reaſan d upon nothing? IH vgh you 
have been pleas'd m ule 2 fs Jan 9 5 
Freedoms with me; I can ſcarcely think, you take 
hem 9 be a Pure of tht Liberry whereyich e 
hath made us free. For my own part, I don't know 
where he hath given his Followers any ſuch Licence 


p a 3 
— 1 1 4 1 
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N. B. The lower Rank of Readers, for whoſe Uſe Mr. B. 
muſt be preſum'd to have publiſh'd his Book, which is ſuited to 
them only, when they hear me charg'd with a new Way of, 
Preaching ; which he ſays is acknowledged by my ſelf to be ſo, 
will be apt preſently. to conclude, either that I preach faſae 


| Doctrine not taught by A8 pad bir Are Aae rarer 
ca 


plead for ſhewing the Realonableneſs and Excellency-.0 


which they taught ; Or that q futpreſs ſome Doctrine of theirs, 


hying afide för Inſtance,” the Promiſes and Threatnings' of the 


Fg 


; Golpel, and not merely contend for the Neceſſity of: Gan/ederay 
— Ghee the ER 


tion that theſe Promiſes and Threatnings may prod. 
defign'd: by them, az. the Converſion of the Heart to God. 


Which latter is the Truth of the Caſe. And there is too much 


room to ſuſpect Mr. B—"s Wilhingneſs that his Readers ſhould 
thus underſtand him, for wheie elſe is my Crime But if this 
were his View, his accuſing me of a new Way of n 
nothi v ef the greats : 
Uncharitableneſs. It would have been impertinetit, and ſome- 
thing worſe, to bring the Promiſes and Threatnings of the Go- 
ſpel into my Diſcourſe, if I had not believed the Accompliſh- 


ment af them; and much more to talk of their Uſefulneſs tp 


lead Men to Conſideration by working upon their Paſſions, at 
the ſame Time inſinuating 0 my Nene Object of 
their Hape or Fear was purely chimerical. So that the only 
Thing on which the Remarker/ can ground this vile Innuendo is 
an Argument of the contrary to what he would inſer from it. 


* 
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as this, to y all manner of Evil againſt others, 
falſely, for 15 ſake. On the contrary, to thoſe 
who are thus üs d, he ſays, Bleſſed are xe! 4 
The Uſe and Pertinence of what you add about [ 
Epiſcopius, Archbiſhop Tillotſon, Dr. Clarke, &c. 
*tis hard, to divine, unleſs to help extend your bulky 
Pamphlet to the Number of Twenty four Pages, 
and to draw a farther Odium upon the Author of 
the Sermon, as if he was a ſlaviſh Admirer of thoſe 
1 Writers, and efpous'd their © Notions, 
ht or wrong ; particularly, that of Mr. Locke, 
7 at the Wicked 2 Death ſhall have no Senſe or 
Being, which you fay I mention without - blaming 
him for it. F Alle again] Since I ſpend ſeveral Pa- 
ges in diſproving Mr. Locke's Interpretation of the 
firſt Threatning, In the Day thou eateſt thereof thou 
Halt furely die; unleſs you mean, that I blam'd the 
Notion but not the Man; this I own, . becauſe I 
thought my Buſineſs was not to cenſure the Man but 
to confute*his Notion. Though I have not by any 
Act of mine made my ſelf rde for any Thing 
advanc'd - by theſe great Men, yet I ſhall take this 
Opportunity to declare, that J honour their Names, 
as eſteeming them an Honour to their Country; 
that I bleſs: God for the Gifts and Talents he hath 
beſtowed upon theſe, or any other Writers, by 
which they have been ſerviceable to Mankind; 
1 that I Ok upon good Senſe, and ee A and 
Truth, whercſoever I find them, pure or mix d, in 
i Proteſtant or Papiſt, Orthodox or Here ick, as law- 
ful-Prize, of which I make all the Advantage 1 
can; that can diſtmguiſh between the Man and 
Bis Opirlions, highly valuing the one while I diſlike 
the other: And to the Qugſtion, which you introduce 
and aſk with ſo much triumphant Scorn, Theſe are 
the Men chat are for rational Enquiries, and free 
Thoughts; And * the Diſſenters lackey = 
them 
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whom we find Things 


Reverend Mr. Ball, | Ve. 19 


chem? I anſwer, by no means; either after them, 
or any other Men, however nam'd or reverenc d, if 
by lacteying you mean taking Things upon their 
Authority, and not that of the Scripture; though I 
will frankly own that, were I to take my Faith up- 
on truſt, it ſhould be from thoſe that appear to have 
us'd the moſt Pains to find out the Truth; not from 
thoſe who while they aſſume a Power to diftate, and 
determine for others, ſeldom or never think and reaſon: 
for themſelves. If by /ackeying you underſtand imita- 
ting them in ſuch Things as a Man verily believes 
to be laudable, I reply, not after them only, but af. 
ter any other Perſons, be they who they will, in 
ngs worthy of our regard and 
imitation ; for I muſt own I hate that narrow Way 
of Thinking, which confines Merit to any particular 
Party, or neglects and undervalues it when it is 
found in any other.. 1 e 
I thank you for the honourable mention you 
make of thoſe two Perſons whoſe Memory will be 
ever precious to me, with whatever ſiniſter View 
B might do it. Tis with pleaſure I recolle& the 
Example they gave of the Reality and Excellence 
of every Chriſtian Virtue in their own Lives; how 
far their parental Inſtructions were from haying any 


Thing ſower, auſtere, and diſcouraging in them, 


and their Government from being ſevere and rigid; 


and that they finiſhed Life with great Chriſtian De- 
cency, not buſied in ſpreading Scandal againſt their 
Fellow-Chriſtians, not with their Spirits imbitter'd 
and ruffled by. envious and uncharitable Paſſjons, 
but wholly taken up in Exerciſes becoming their 
Age, and in preparation for that better World on 
which they were about to enter. I repeat my 
Thanks, Sir, for your having given mie an pporty- 
nity to offer up this ſmall tribute of grateful Ac- 
knowledgment to the Memory of thoſe, to whom, 
| oY 


20 A Letter to the 
under the fupreme Author of my Being, I am fo 
much indebted. If they were no Philoſophers, as 
you tell the World they were not, yer that they had 
no averfion to Philofophy the ſhew'd 
their Son a liberal Efndrion « * 78 
After having pour'd ont all this Calumny from 
the Fulneſs of your Heart, or ſome body's elfe, you 
conclude, in a moſt furprizing Manner, with a 0. 
lemn Appeal to Heaven, calling God to record up- 
on your Soul (as you had done before in your Let- 
ter to the Reverend Mr. D——) to what? Not 
that you were not conſcious to any evil Paſſion by 
which h you were biaffed ; but, direfly,” that you 
did not write out of Envy a ſuppoſe you intend this 
of other Paſſions too) but becauſe you could not be 
ſilent to ſee the Way that our Lord took in preach- 
ing vilified. But, Sir, had you not thought. your 
Manner of writing would naturally make your Read- 
ers ſuſpect the contrary, what need was there of this 
unuſual Appeal, and repeated too? As the P/almi/t's 
Words would have been more modeſt, fo; the 
World will think, more proper and ſeaſonable too, 
in your Caſe, Search me, O God, and know' my 
Heart; try me, and know my J. thoughts ; and ſee if 
there be any ticked W: oy in ne, and lend ne in the 
May everloſting. 
You muſt allow: me, | whit *tis in my Thooghts, 
to be your Remembranter of a friendly Admonition 
u received ſome Years ſince. from a Reverend and 
La Doctor in E u, on a like Ocrafion, 
but which by your Practice yon ſeem to Have for- 
gotten, Not to take the Devil's Wort out of bis 
ande, and turn Accuſe# of the Brethren, which of 
1 Perfons 4 goed Man Ty RE aft Warram to 
q. Roe Df 
Upon the Whole, your” Pam ahlct ſerxes but the 
more Ae n arch K Alution, not. * 
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could ſtndy well the 
Nature, of moral Good and Evil ; ſince to their not 
W doing this it muſt in a great Meature be aſcrib'd; 
& thar- Perſons of fincere Piety can be guilty of the 
= moſt ſhameful Indecencies of Paſſion, and even of 
= Things which the cenſorious World will be apt to 
call by a worſe Name, and yet put it all to the Ac+ 
= count of Chriſtian Zeal, making a kind of Merit of 


Reverend Me. Bull; Hr. 2 


3 to ſubmit my Faith or Practice to the haughty Di- 
= Rates of any Man, or Party of Men whatſoever 3 
and in my tion of the Rene hin ouig 
more uſe of their Reaſon in r 


10us Matters, than 


inifters eſpecially 
tions, and immutable 


they ordinarily do; and that 


that part of their Conduct Which a Man of natural 
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” Honour and Benevolence, without much Senſe. of 
Religion, would bluſh to imitate. 


And now, Sir, I can cruly ſay, that I am ſorry 


for your hay blickly expos'd your ſelf, as you 
XZ have done, e FF all 3 and 
fenſible Readers, who are acquainted with the Truth 
and Merits of the Cauſe ; 3 and, as for the reſt, you 
may, in caſe you think it worth your while, pleaſe 
= your ſelf with the ignorant Flatteries they beſtow up- 


on you. It was with no little concern that I found 
my ſelf obliged to write to you in this manner. 


: But chough, I confeſs, there are not many Compli- 


ments in what I here fend you, the Occaſion not ad- 
mitting them, yet I would fain believe that there is 


1 | nothing that.offends againſt Religion and good Man- 


ners. Lis without my being aware of it, if I have 
let any Thing of that. Nature eſcape me. You 
know, Sir, notwithſtanding- ſome Letters written 
by you to Two very worthy Divines. in this Neigh- 


| bourhood which were ſhewn me on the ſame Argu- 


ment, and in the like opprobrious Stile, I continued 
ſilent. I drew up an Anſwer; indeed, once and 
, but ſuppreſs d it, being willing to try — 


22 A Letter tothe 
could not this way overcome you, and loath, if it 
could be avoided, to give you any Diſturbance i in 
your old Age. And even now that you have carri- 
edithe Affair into the Public, and made the Worid 
Judges of it, endeavouring to poſſeſs all you can in- 
fluence with the ſame ill Opinion you your ſelf have 
of me, I ſhould, I believe, have truſted the Iſſue to 
the Judgment of difintereſted Perſons, without any 
more ado, if ſeveral of my Friends had not again 
and again told me, that I ſhould be wanting to my 
os to the Cauſe * Truth and Liberty, and even 
to you, Reverend Sir, if I fuffered ſo many heavy 
5 Charges brought againſt me to. paſs uncontradicted, 
and uncenſur d. One Thing chat help'd to deter- 
mine me, was, that I perceiv'd your Authority be- 
gan already to be quoted. bat! Said a Man of 
great Zeal and little Knowledge, to another that 
would not ſubmit to his Opinion concerning the 
Senſe of ſome Paſſages in St. Paul's Epiſtles, You 
are one of thoſe too that are for a new Tranſlation 
of the Bible ! But pray, Let us know when the Abo- 4 


file is to be believed, and when not. 


I ſhall conclude my Letter with a few good 
Wiſhes, viz. That the Miniſters of the Goſpel may 
have Salt in themſelves, and Peace one with another, 
eſpecially having ſo many other Difficulties and 
Diſcouragements to ſtruggle with. For you, Re- 


verend Sir, That what remains of the Evening of ; 


our Days may be calm and ſerene, uſeful and 
Ck, ; and when the Time comes for your De- 


parture out of this World, you may leave it in a 


more Chriſtian Temper chan that which you at pre- 

ſent diſcover. And finally, for my ſelf, That in 
ſimplicity and godly Sincerity I may have my Con- 
verſation in the World, not giving any real ground 
for Reproach; and then, whatever Quarter it comes 
from, not troubling my. ſelf about it, _ it 
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Reverend Mr. Ba ll, Oc. 23 


only as an Exerciſe of that 8 and Patience 
which I defire may always have Poſſeſſion of m 
Breaſt. 'Theſe art my unfeigned Prayers to G 

in which, I hope,” notwithſtanding any other Diffe- 
rences n us, Ys will} Jon with, | 
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SER. Vißbart is ſuch a ſtrange Man 
8 that I doubt nothing but Reaſon 
and Argument will do any good 
upon him. It will be to little Pur- 

poſe to bring railing Accuſations 
a gainſt him; to pelt him with ill 
Language, and exclaim, when you don't like an 
Expreſſion, becauſe you don't underſtand it. Mas 
this Man paſt all bluſhing ? As theſe are Methods 
which the Doctor is above uſing himſelf, ſo he 
knows how to deſpiſe them when made uſe of againſt 
him by others. Nay, you will ſcarce make a Con- 
vert of him, ſhould you be able to produce Twen- 
ty more ſuch notable Sayings of good Men on their 
Death-beds, as that of his Father in law Mr. Haly- 
burton, who, we have your word for it, was a much 
greater Man than the Doctor, which, I ſuppoſe, 
you expect we ſnhould believe on the Credit of this 
weighty Sentence ®, .'O-"Sirs, I aread mightily that 
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* Since the abowe was ſent to the Preſs, I am able, by the 
Aſſiſtance of an ingenious Friend, to ſet the Matter relating to 
Mr. Halyburton in a elearer Light than I could before; not ha- 
ving ſeen the Memoirs of his Life till very lately. It is not 
eaſy to produce from any Author, the Remarker himſelf always 
excepted, ſo flagrant an Inſtance of unfair Quotation as this of 
Mr. Halyburtor's dying Words. Would one have thought that 
he had immediately explain'd himſelf, what he meant by a ra- 
tional Religion, when he faith that he dreaded mightily that ſuch 
a Religion was coming in among us? And that the Explanation 
added ſhews him to have intended quite another Thing than he 
is cited for byMhe Remarker ? Yet this is actually the Caſe. 
His Words, as they are related by the Collector of them, _ 1 
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Reader may judge how 
they are alledging Authorities to countenance an abſurd Opinion, 
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& rational Sort: of Riligion: is:coming in among us! 
Now, ſo far am I from dreading this, provided 
this Religion which ſome. Men ate: ſo apprehenſive 
of be truly rational, that I: will venture to ſay, came 
aud welcome ; ſince whatever Religion is vat iaual, 
in the Propriety of the Term, muſt needs be divine. 
J hope, Sir, though the Doctor was but 4 little 
Man, a Perſon of whoſe Weight and Authority you 
had no great Apprehenſion, when you publiſhed: 


oO Sin, 1 dread mightily that a rational Sort of Religion is coming i 


among us, I mean by it a Religion that confifts in a bare Attendance on 
butezward Duties aud Ordinances, without the Power of Godlineſi (Me- 
mers of his Life, p. 99.) I have tranſcrib'd the Paſſage, that tho 


ttle Truſt is to be giventoſome Men, when 


or. to ſupport an ill -· natur d Accuſation of an Adverſary. The 
Prefacer to theſe Memoirs (who I am inform'd is an old Mini- 


ſter ſtill living in the Neighbourhood of St. Andrews, and Bro- 


ther in Law to Mr. Hahburton) ſays, p. 4. of that Preface, As 
*© to what we have of his dying Words annexed. to the Memoirs 
& of: his Life, it's but a little we aſſure you of what he ſpoke the 
5 laſt five. Days: before his Death; ſome. of the ſweeteſt and 
« moſt ſavoury Diſcourſes he had are wholly loſt, being / man- 
« gled by the Writer that we were forc'd to 4 an ; for 
„great care was taken not to inſert any Thing bat what he 
« {poke. The Occaſion of this was, The. Writer was forced to 
« Hand at a. Diftance, and out f his. fight, becauſe when he ob- 
« ſerv'd him auriting he was diſpleaſed, and would not allow iti 
be er the Noz/e. that ſometimes was in the Room, with 
« People's ſpeaking to him, their coming in or going out, and 
ordering Things about him, made the Writer o/ Br half a” 


Sentence; neither was. it poſlible for thoſe that reviſed his dy- 


ing Words to help this.” Now if we compare this Account 
with the Oddneſs of the epithet Rational applied to a Religion 
that cars in a. bare. Attendance, &c, tis highly probable (as 
my Correſpondent. juſtly obſerves) that the Expreſſion us d by 
the good Man was @ notional Sort of Religion ; and this, perhaps, 
is not the only Inftance in which a wrong. hearing in the Colle- 
ctor of theſe dying Words may have occaſion d a wrong rabear- 
ſing of them. And it may be left to the Judgment of every un- 
derſtanding Perſon, whether, in the Circumſtances above reci- 
ted, it was poſlible for thoſe _ reviſed theſe dying Words, 
: | with 


_ 
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your Pamphlet, you will now allow him to be ſome- 
body, ſince the Magiſtrates and Town Council of 
Edinburgh, agreeable to the Inclinations (as "tis 
thought) of moſt of the Members of the Univerſity, as 
it was with the Advice of the Miniſters of the Town, 
who are by the Foundation to be adviſed with in 
that Matter, have choſen him their Principal, and 
the Town of Edinburgh have made choice of him 
to be one of their Miniſters there. If I congratulate 
him upon this Advancement, tis not ſo much from 


with all their Care, to make us ſure of their having tranſmitted 
them to us exact as they were ſpoken. But allowing the epithet 
Rational, as it ſtands, to be genuine, though certainly, exceed- 
ing improper to denote a mere formal outſide Religion; I may 
appeal to the Conſcience of Mr. Ball; or, if he never read the 
Book quoted, that of the Perſon who furniſh'd him with this 
_ Paſſage, whether he really believes either Doctor — ? or my 
ſelf to be an Advocate for a Religion that conſiſts in a bare At- 
tendance on outward Duties without the Power of Godlineſs; 
and, if not, what Name this way of citing Authors, in which 
they are made to /ay what they are known not to nean, deſerves ' 
to be called by. I make no doubt, the very Reverend Principal 
will join with me in dreading mightily that ſuch a Sort of Reli- 
gion is coming in among us; and in thinking that whenever it 
Prevails it will in great meaſure be owing to Men's diſcarding 
the Uſe of Reaſon and common Senſe in Religion ; fince no 
Man who conſiders Things as he ought, and reaſons upon them, 
will imagine that, when the Means, as Means, have no value 
but with regard to their End, a bare formal Attendance on the 
external Services of Religion, can be acceptable to God, or 
profitable to Man, not anſwering the great Deſign of all ſuch 
Duties, viz. to promote that Temper of Mind, and Courſe of 
Life, which is the very ſoul and vital Power of all true Religi- 
on. For my own part, I ſee no other Way of guarding againſt 
the two Extremes of Formality on the one hand, and Enthufiaſm 
on the other, but a ſober Uſe of our reaſoning Faculty, without 
which true Religion and /a//e, the Appearance and the Reality 
are all upon a level. | 

My Correſpondent adds, I am well aſſured that none of Mr. 
Hahburtons Writings which have been printed ſince his Death 
w_ by him intended for the Publick, or finiſh'd with that 
Ve. 5 
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the perſonal and private Regard which I have for 
the Doctor, though very great, as on the Account 
of the Publick, to which he will have Opportunities 
of being more extenſively ſerviceable in this higher 

- ſtation of life; and becauſe I am well ſatisfied, if 
he accepts the Service, he will not deceive the Expe- 


„ 


= cations the World hath "A his Abilities and Inte- 


ITY... ; Dok 8 
* B-fore I cloſe the Poſtſcript I would recommend - 
to your Conſideration, in your calmer Minutes, the 
following Places of Scripture, among many others, 
Matt. vii. 12. Jobn xv. 12. Phil. iv. 8. 1 Cor. xiii. 
containing a Deſcription of Charity, which, I am 
ſorry, when it is ſo particular and elevated, ſhould 
warm and impreſs the Hearts of Chriſtians no- 
more: James iii. 17. iv. 11, 12. Next to theſe, 
when you have leiſure, you will do well to peruſe 
ſome Paſſages of the excellent Mr. Baxter, that ra- 
tional Divine, to whoſe Judgment, I take it, you 
formerly pay'd ſome Regard, whatever you do 
now. | | 

Mr. Baxter's End . of Doftrinal Controverſees, 
Chap. 16. of the State of Heathens, and others, that 
have not the Goſpel ; particularly, $ 6. They 
think (viz. thoſe that believe the ZHeathens may 
% be ſav'd, of whom Mr. Baxter himſelf was one) 


| | « that the contrary minded, by over-doing, are the 


4 greateſt Hinderers of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
% Promoters of Infidelity (mark that) while they 
make it ſeem ſo contrary to God's own Attributes, 
« and to human Intereſt, and to be a Doctrine not 
of glad but of ſaddeſt Tidings to Mankind, viz. 
That none ſhall be faved that hear not the Goſpel, 
« when it is few comparatively that ever heard it, 
« or can hear ut.” | | 5 
And again, F 37. Having delivered that in 
< this great Queſtion, which ſeemeth to me agree- 
| « able 


28 Pos TSscoRI YT. 
<« able to God's Word, I adviſe thoſe that uſe to 
< aſſault ſuch Things with Reproach, which * 
< find reproached by their Party, to remember that 
e God is Love, and Chriſt is the Saviour of the 
« World, and the Phariſaical Appropriators of Mer- 
<P and $ albation ſeldom” know what Spirit they 
<- ape of.” 
| Saints Everlaſting Reſt, Pref. to. the Second Part, 
I 5. Another great Exception of the ſame Man is, 
that, I ſeek to ſatisfy Reaſon ſo much of the Scrip- 
i tures Authority. — It is too near the Socinian 
lay. — Is it not a Shame that learned Men 
< ſhould charge this very Opinion in Chillingworth, 
Dr. Hammond, and others, as guilty: of Socini- 
<< aniſin? — How could all the Wits in the World 
ce do more to advance $ociniani/m than theſe Men 
do, by making Men believe that only the Soci- 
„ niaus have Reaſon tor their Religion? which, if it 
<« were true (as nothing leſs) who would not turn to 

88 « them? and, What more can be done to the Diſ- 
grace and Ruin of Chriſtianity, than to make the 
hs « World believe we have no Reaſon for it?“ 

And again, 8. © If Reaſon were of no more uſe 

« here than ſome make it, as it were in vain to 
<« preach or write in this Point (for Chriſtianity) ſo 
c 1t would follow, that he that is drunk or mad, or 
« an Infant (if not a Brute) were the fitteſt to make 
a Chriſtian; which is ſo vile an Imagination, that 
e „ be that hath the beſt and righteſt Rea- 
c ſon, an by Confideration makes the moſt uſe of it 
« is the beſt Chriſtian, and doth God beſt Service; 
* and that all Sin is on the contrary, for want of 
« right Reaſon, and the uſing it by Conſideration. 
C But, Methinks I ſhould not need to plead for Reaſon, 
<« till Beaſts can ſpeak and plead againſt me. But yet I 
« muſt tell you, if you heard the Accuſation, you 
would excuſe my Apology, It none but the 1p- 
5 | FT norant 
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= << ,orant be an Enemy to: Knowledge, fare none bu 
the Uureaſonable is an Enemy to Reagan. 
Reaſaus of the Chriſtian Religion, p. 491. I per- 
<« ceive not that any conſidetable Nuniher are troubled 
* with Doubtings of the Truth of the Chriſtian Faith, 
ina prevalent Degree, who are well convinC dof theſe 
HE < antecedent Verities of the Deity, and of the natu- 
ral Obligation and Necęſſity of Holineſs, and of 
= < the Immortality of the Soul, or of a future Life of 
Rewards. and Puniſhment, and that live in any 
reaſonable Conformity to thoſe natural Principles 
wich they profeſs; for when natural Evidence 
= < bath ſufficiently. convincda Man that he is oblig d 
= © .to be holy, in abſolute Obedience and Love to his 
Creator, through the Hopes and Fears of another 
Wife, he is very much prepared to cloſe with the 
VDeſign and Doctrine of the Goſpel, which is ſo 
far from contradicting this, that it doth but con- 
fim it, and ſhew us the Way by which it may 
S moſt. certainly be brought to paſs. And therefore 
s wmy Obſervation and Experiences conſtrain me to 
c think, that there is no Point I have inſiſted on 
which ſo much calls for my Vindlication, as the 
„Third, about the Life to come. I know there is 
2 ſort of over-wiſe, and over-doing Divines, who 
will telh their Eollowers in private that the Method 
Hof this Freatiſe is perverſe, as appealing too much 
= < toraural Light, and over- valuing human Reaſon; 
and that. L ſhould. have done no more, .but. ſhortly 
cell Men, that al-which. God ſpeaketh in his Word 
dis true; and that propria luce it is evident that the 
Scripture is the Word of God; and that to all God's 
| «Elect. he will give. his Spirit to cauſe them to diſ- 
* cern it; andi that. this much alone had been better 
than all theſe Diſputes and Reaſons : But theſe 
8 © overwiſe Men, who need themſelves no Reaſen 
L for their Religion, and judge accordingly of others, 
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« and think that thoſe Men who reſt not in the Ay. 
<« thority of Jeſus Chriſt ſhould reſt in theirs, are 
<© many of them ſo well acquainted with me as not 
to expect that I ſhould trouble them in their Way, 
< or reaſon againſt them, who ſpeak againſt Reaſon 
even in the greateſt Matters which our Reaſen is 
given us for. As much as I am addicted to ſcrib- 
bling, I can quietly diſmiſs this fort of Men, and 
„ love their Zeal, without the Labour of opening 
< their Ignorance.” 
Jo what you ſay, 4 24. againſt taking the Con- 
| feſſion of Candidates for the Miniſtry only in Scrip- 
b ture Words, let Mr. Baxter anſwer, Saints Ever. 
laſting Reft, Preface to the Second Part, Two 
E Things have ſer the Church on fire, and been the 
& Plagues of it above one thouſand Years; 1. En- 
© larging our Creed, and making more Fundamen- 
« tals than ever God made. 2. Compoſing, and 
“ ſo impoſing, our Creeds and Confeſſions in our own 
6 4 Words and Phraſes. When Men have learned 
„ more Manners and Humility than to accuſe God's 
| “ Language as too general and obſcure (as if the 
c“ could mend it) and have more dread of God, ps. | 
* Compaſſion on themſelves, than to make thoſe to 
* be Fundamentals or Certainties which God never 
c made ſo; and when they reduce their Confeſſions, 
$ (1.) To their due Extent. And, (2.) To Scripture 
&« Phraſe (that Diſſenters may not ſcruple ſubſcri- 
| ce bing) then, and (I think) never till then, ſhall the 
| „ Church have Peace about Doctrinals. It ſeems to 
<« me no heinous Socinian Motion which Chilling- 
* worth is blamed for, viz. Let all Men believe the 
«© Scripture, and that only, and endeavour to believe 
' eit in the true Senſe (and promiſe this) and require 
d 10 more of others, and they fhall find this not only © 
| « a better, but the only, Means to ſuppreſs Hereſy, © 
; 0 * reſtore Unity.“ 
* F I N 4 S. 
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